
3Friday, November 25, 2011
NEWS

The Australian Jewish News – jewishnews.net.au

Israeli dance troupe
dropped from festival 
LIVIA ALBECK-RIPKA

A MULTICULTURAL Folk Dance
Festival boasting support from the
Victorian Government has dropped
an Israeli dance troupe from its pro-
gram after the group refused to
change its name.

The Machol Israeli Dancing Club
was excluded from the Multicultural
Folk Dance Festival of High Country
in Mansfield after a dispute with the
festival co-ordinator, Marta Balan,
over the truncation of the troupe’s
name to “Machol Group”.

Members of the group were
bewildered when all references to
Israel in the program were deleted,
with no changes made to other
groups including Chinese,
Hungarian, Armenaian and
Ukrainian Traditional Folk Dances
and the Irish Reel and Jigs.

“Instead, we were depicted as the
Jewish dance group,” said a member
of the troupe, Ester Blumenthal-Skop.

Skop said she suspected Balan was
under pressure from other groups,
calling the handling of the situation
“unbelievable”. 

When the troupe approached
Balan to clarify the anomaly, she said
their style of dance was Jewish
rather than Israeli, adding that she
would not be held responsible for
the “consequences” if the troupe
insisted on having “Israeli” in their
name. 

Balan agreed to the group’s 

persistent request to have its name
and associations to Israel restored. Yet
within a few hours the group received
an email from Balan cancelling its
participation. 

“After several consultations with
dance teachers and choreographers, I
understood that the style you offer is
rather contemporary and does not fit
in with the others  traditional style in
the program.

“There are serious
allegations as to how
the matter was
handled – serious to our
community and also 
against Israel.”

Nina Bassat
President, JCCV

“I regret, after all efforts on both
sides, we will not be able to keep you
in the program this year. No hard feel-
ings. All the best,” Balan wrote.

Artistic director Mary Grantham
denied any conversation with Balan
on the matter. She said she was “very
surprised” by the group’s absence at
the previous rehearsal because she
had no knowledge of the dispute.

Balan refused to comment when
contacted by the AJN. 

“I’m not well and I’m not willing
to talk to anybody,” she said.

The troupe has subsequently

 submitted two complaints to the
Victorian Equal Opportunity and
Human Rights Commission
(VEOHR) and the Victorian
Multicultural Commission, which
funded the event under the auspices
of Victorian Premier Ted Ballieu. 

“This rich and colourful folk
dance event is a wonderful example of
the unity and harmony that can be
achieved when strong values become
common denominators in multi-
faith communities,” Ballieu wrote in a
release.

But the Premier’s sentiments stand
in stark contrast to what JCCV
President Nina Bassat referred to as a
“serious issue”. 

“There are serious allegations as to
how the matter was handled – serious
to our community and also against
Israel. We take those matters under
very grave consideration and we will
be closely monitoring how the com-
mission deals with it,” she said. 

In the complaint to VEOHR, the
troupe called the festival’s move “fla-
grant discrimination”.

Founder of the Israeli Folklore
Dance Group in Sydney, Dalia
Ayalon Sinclair, said she was
“appalled” by the festival’s behaviour
and called for the Jewish community
to put pressure on the Government
to cancel the event.  

Chairperson of VEOHR John
Searle said he had “every confidence”
the commission would deal with the
matter. 

Want to be a rock star? Read on …
AJN STAFF

WHEN Moriah student Shannon
Gaitz entered The AJN’s Ghetto
Blasterz competition last year, she was
just one of a number of young hope-
fuls dreaming of a successful singing
career. Two months later, having won
over our readers and the judging panel
with her song I need me to be, the 17-
year-old was rocking the stage at
Bondi Pavilion as one of the acts in the
Shir Madness Sydney Jewish Music
Festival. “It was the biggest thing I’ve
done in music,” said Shannon, who
has since appeared on Australia’s Next
Top Model and is now a student at the
Australian Institute of Music. 

Fast forward 15 months and
Ghetto Blasterz is back with the
search on once again for the most tal-
ented young singer or band in the
community.

But it’s not just a spot at next year’s
Shir Madness that’s up for grabs.
While one overall winning act from
across the country will perform at
Bondi Pavilion on March 25 and
scoop a day in a professional record-
ing studio, Ghetto Blasterz 2012 is
being run in conjunction with the
Zionist Council of Victoria’s Kochav
Nolad competition with a local win-

ner taking to the stage to perform at
April’s gala Yom Ha’atzmaut celebra-
tions in Melbourne. 

Ghetto Blasterz is open to school-
age bands comprising up to four peo-
ple. All they have to do is send in a
video of themselves performing an
original song on a CD-Rom or DVD,
together with the application form
available on our website, jewish-
news.net.au/ghettoblasterz.

The videos will then be posted
online and it will be up the public to
vote for their favourite bands. A judg-
ing panel will then choose the win-
ners from the acts that receive the
most votes.

AJN editor Zeddy Lawrence said:
“We were overwhelmed by the

incredible talent on display last year
and have been thrilled to watch
Shannon’s progress since she won.
This really is an incredible opportu-
nity for a young artist looking to get
some exposure and a step on the
musical ladder, so we’d encourage
anyone with ambitions in that direc-
tion to get their entries in as soon as
possible.”

The deadline for entries is January 27. For
more information and full terms and

conditions, visit
jewishnews.net.au/ghettoblasterz.

Last year’s Ghettoblasterz winner Shannon Gaitz performing at Shir Madness.
Photo: Ingrid Shakenovsky

ADAM KAMIEN

A DISPUTE between Bialik College
and sacked former principal Joseph
Gerassi went before the work place
relations tribunal Fair Work
Australia on Monday.

Gerassi’s abrupt axing in August
this year came after less than three
years at the helm for the respected
educator, who moved from King
David School in Johannesburg,
South Africa to take up the position. 

Gerassi told The AJN talks were
ongoing. 

“We took the case to Fair Work
Australia and we’re still in the
process of mediation,” Gerassi said.

“Discussions are continuing.”
Bialik president Graham

Goldsmith said he was unable to
comment on the conciliation
process.

At the time of the sacking,
Goldsmith sent a letter to parents
of Bialik students, saying that the
Hawthorn East school’s council
had “lost confidence” in Gerassi’s
“ability to lead the school”.

The AJN understands the Bialik
council bowed to pressure from
several teachers, who threatened to
quit unless Gerassi was stood
down.

But the move to oust Gerassi
drew the ire of some parents and
teachers.

The school jumped from fourth
on the list of best performed VCE
schools in 2009 to third in 2010
with enrolments reaching capacity
during Gerassi’s tenure.

South African-born Gerassi
began at the school in 2009, taking
over from long-standing principal
Genia Janover after her retirement.

Sacked Bialik College principal Joseph Gerassi (left) at a Jewish community
forum in July. Photo: Peter Haskin 

Mitzvah Day magic
ZEDDY LAWRENCE

FROM donating food and toys for
the needy to donating blood, from
concerts for the elderly to cleaning
up beaches, from games of soccer
with refugees to gardening at aged
care homes.

These were just some of the
numerous activities arranged by
schools, shuls, youth movements,
university students and more than
30 communal organisations mark-
ing Melbourne’s first ever Mitzvah
Day last Sunday, and launching a
global day of social action which
saw tens of thousands of Jews
across the world doing good deeds.

In Melbourne, at least 500 Jews
of all ages and religious streams
took to the streets, working along-
side each other and embracing the
concept of tikkun olam. Among the
initiatives they threw themselves
into were clean ups around
Bentleigh and St Kilda, a fun day for
residents of housing commission
flats in South Melbourne, a bbq for
Sudanese refugees in Caulfield Park,
recycling craft activities at
Montefiore Homes and countless
collectathons for those in need.

MP for Caulfield David
Southwick, who extended a helping
hand at three of the different events,
hailed the initiative as “fantastic”.

“It allows different sectors of the
Jewish community to come

together and do a good mitzvah for
the day. And it gives people outside
of the community the opportunity
to understand what we’re about.”

Pledging to raise awareness of
Mitzvah Day in Parliament and
encourage fellow MPs to get behind
it, Southwick said he hopes Australia
will emulate the UK, where the
annual event is backed by the prime
minister and is also supported by
members of the Christian, Muslim
and Hindu communities. 

“It makes a difference 
in people’s lives.”

Judy Feiglin
Founder Mitzvah Day Melbourne

“It’s a great opportunity to
develop this into what I think in
years to come will be a national sym-
bolic day within Australia,” he said.

Judy Feiglin, who brought the
idea of Mitzvah Day to Australia,
said:  “To me the highlight of the
whole thing was just the fact that so
many people came together with
such a spirit of goodwill and had a
good time helping others. That to
me was really what it was all about.

“We have tapped into some-
thing that people can really identify
with – it’s easy to do, it makes a dif-
ference in people’s lives.”

Bialik College stoush
heads to mediation 
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